
Hartley Park Spring Vernal Pool and Frog Monitoring Workshop: 
Citizen Science Opportunities April 26, 2014 

 

What: Citizen Science Training Workshop for Frog and Vernal Pool Monitoring.  
This year you have two opportunities to become involved: 1) Learn how to participate in a long- term 
frog monitoring program at Hartley Park and 2) Learn how to locate, identify and assess vernal pools in 
Northeastern Minnesota. 

 

Location: Hartley Nature Center 
 

Date/Time: 10am-1pm, Saturday, April 26 (April 26 is national “Save the Frogs Day” savethefrogs.com) 
 

Who: Open to all interested with a family friendly format.  ►PRE-REGISTRATION IS RECOMMENDED◄ 
 

If you are looking for an excuse to hike in the beautiful Hartley Park please join us April 26 at the Hartley Nature Center 
for a great day of information and hands-on activities related to frog monitoring and identification of the unique habitat 
that they utilize for raising the next generation. Their nurseries have many names: vernal pools, vernal ponds, ephemeral 
pools but they are all temporary pools that play an important role in our Northern forests. 
 

We will have opportunities for all ages and abilities to collect data on frog and vernal pool status in 
Hartley Park along with the opportunity to locate additional vernal pools in greater NE MN:  
 

 Frog monitoring will take place at Hartley Park during three survey periods:  
April 25 – May 15; May 30 – June 15; July 5 – July 20  

 

 Vernal pool location and assessment will take place at known vernal pools in Hartley Park along with 
opportunities to locate and assess vernal pools across Northeast MN from snowmelt through July. 
 

To register or for more information contact: 
Ryan Hueffmeier 

email: rhueffme@d.umn.edu 
phone: 218-720-4379 

Jennifer Olker 
Email: jolker@d.umn.edu 

Phone: 218-720-4344 
 

Vernal Pool Workshops: History, Identification and Monitoring in the MN Coastal Zone 
Join researchers from the Natural Resources Research Institute and participate in a hands-on workshop investigating 
“Vernal Pools” in the region. Workshops will help participants better understand the ecological importance of vernal 
pools and their current status as being undocumented. Participants will be introduced to methods for locating and 
identifying vernal pools. Trainings will be aimed at the public, land resource professional, formal, and non-formal 
educators. This workshop will raise awareness about the value of vernal pools and the importance of vernal pool 
conservation. 
 

What are Vernal Pools? 
Small seasonally flooded, forested wetlands called “vernal pools” provide vital habitat for many native amphibians and 
aquatic insects that require fish-free wetlands to survive. Plants and animals supported by vernal pools are the primary 
food base for terrestrial wildlife in northern forests (i.e., reptiles, small mammals, etc.). In the last 200 years, 53% of all 
wetlands in the continental US and 42% in Minnesota have been destroyed. Research estimates 37,000 vernal pools may 
exist in the 740,000 acres of the coastal zone (5 pools per 100 acres). Loss of vernal pools is undocumented and continues 
due to their small size and lack of inclusion in the national wetlands inventory used by all states, which ultimately results 
in no legal protection. Vernal pools are highly sensitive to disturbance, including land use and climate change because 
they are only seasonally flooded by rainfall and snow melt. 
 

Why should we care? 
Despite the importance of vernal pools as vital breeding habitat for a large segment of the food base in forested 
ecosystems, vernal pools are currently not protected in Minnesota because they are not included in the national wetlands 
inventory used by all states for wetland protection. While several other states have developed criteria that afford legal 
protection for vernal pools, Minnesota lags behind in this effort due to lack of good data on the locations and relevant 
characteristics to use as indicators for identification and assessment of vernal pool habitats. Further, vernal pool protection 
should be linked to the quality of that habitat. 
 


